BALLARD

AN INVENTORY OF BUILDINGS
AND URBAN DESIGN RESOURCES
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The town of Ballard began in 1887. In that year Captain
William Ballard, with his partners Thomas Burke, John
Leary and Boyd Tallman, platted 720 acres on the north
shore of Salmon Bay. The 10 acre sites sold for $50

of Salmon Bay. Stimson had set his sights on the North-
west because of its abundance of wood available for mill
work so he could not pass up the Ballard offer. The intro-
duction of the mill into the area was a boon to the real
estate sales for Captain Ballard was now able to offer
employment with property sales. Other mills located near
Stimson creating an even higher rate of employment.
When downtown Seattle was partially leveled by fire in
1889, most buildings were rebuilt in permanent materials

nected to Puget Sound. By 1909 Seattlites were anxious-
ly awaiting the Federal Government’s decision regarding
funding the construction of the Lake Washington Ship
Canal and the Government Locks which would complete

reational opportunities. They also helped promote the
new recreational industry of pleasure boating. Seattle has
long been called the “Boating Capital of the World” and
Ballard has played a large part in this achievement. In
1958, the Shilshole Bay breakwater was constructed pro-
viding a protected harbor for the city’s largest marina.

Ballard has never forgotten its humble beginnings as a
fishing village. When the locks were completed, the back-

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This inventory and report are projects of the Historic
Seattle Preservation and Development Authority; Execu-
tive Director, Lawson A. Elliott; Project Coordinator, Ann
Brians; Council Members, Ralph D. Anderson, Roberta

ley, Lee Elliott, Earl Layman, Gerald Pomeroy, Vicki Reed,
and Art Skolnik.

Appreciation is tendered to the National Endowment for
the Arts and the City of Seattle for financial assistance.

Urban design and architectural consultants, Folke Nyberg
and Victor Steinbrueck were responsible for the educa-
tional program and inventory review process as well as
this report.

BALLARD VOLUNTEERS

Nancy Hughbanks
Verla Hepburn

Joan Harpold
Studentsin University of Washington
Urban Design Studio

e 4 A h as brick and stone. H q indow f 0 water of Salmon Bay became a perfect freshwater home Ann Brian ject di f i
such as bric stone. However, wooden window rgm for the fishing fleet which moors at Fisherman’s Terminal. ] ag prOJep coordinator for HSEDA was in
X ings, paneling and other wooden products were supplied The Chittend L ook J after Hi Chitt charge of administration and volunteer recruitment.
by the Farmdale mills. Farmdale’s population was again € Chitienden Locks were named aiter miram Lhitten- The inventory t . . .
. . . . . i ; echnical staff and their prim -
. increased by the influx of Seattlites seeking work in the den, Ge.neral in charge of the Army Corps of Engineers bilities were:y primary responsi
— lumber mills. Thus, the mill town was well on its way to re§p0n3|ble for the co_nstructlon of the locks. From the John Owen — graphic preparation of " t
becoming the “Shingle Capital of the World”: a title Bal- point of their completion to the present, the park sur- , p : community reports,
g g p ; : ' field research, data evaluation, and phot h
= lard later claimed. - rounding the locks has been developed into a gem of an . T » and photography. The bublish 4 the auth e no
i Elin Avery — field research, survey materials preparation he publishers and the authors assu
The West Coast and North End Rail C arboretum through the efforts of Mr. Carl English. The 4 d lat , legal responsibility for the completeness or
_ e West Coast and North End Railway Company con- 4, 4ens now called the Carl English Memorial Gardens, T and data evaluation. o acouracy of the contents of this publication
== <& i ; ngcted the ngwly named and incorporated town of Bgllard take full advantage of the moderate micro-climate avail- hom_as Allsopp — historic research and community his- or any legal responsibility for appreciation or
" : 3 ) with Seattle. in 1890. By 1904 Ballard had a popula’qon of  able for growing subtropical plant material. Golden Gar- \ tories. . depreciation of the value of any premises
o R 10,000 and it was the seventh largest town in Washington dens, one of Seattle’s largest water oriented parks, is 3 Meg Bouchard, Judy Johnson, Mike Krohn — assistance listed or not listed herein by reason of their
& X \ by 1907. The town was unable to keep up with the growth. 5154 located in Ballard on Puget Sound. Besides its long in field and historic research, data tabulation, and office inclusion or omission in this publication.
4 ‘ It faced all the problems connected with rapid growth in- 0504 this park also offers opportunities for scenic drives work. _ Copyright © 1975 by Historic Seattie Preser-
e k \ = IN cluding an inadequate water supply which eventually be- through forest like areas. Ron Christiansen — Photographic Processing vation and Development Authority. All rights
: came the turning point in Ballard’s fight to remain inde- ) ) S . reserved. No part-of this publication may be
; - o b L are s g ‘ . Many of the early settlers of Ballard were Scandinavians Appreciation is extended to the representatives of the fol- reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
V4 pendent from Seattle. After finding a dead horse in their - X s ) lowing organizations who assisted in dat llecti d P ; inal i
/ ﬁ ; ; ; and this group has continued to give Ballard a unique In data coliection an any means, electronic or mechanical, includ-
<> reservoir, Ballardites voted to annex to Seattle in 1907. > | . research: ing photocopy, recording or any information
. ) , Today, Ballard still has much of the feeling of an indepen- flavor different from oth,er.areas. Plans are currently be!ng Ballard Avenue Association tgrz 010 rgtyr,ieval ot ot
7 = 0 ‘ ] dent community. made to bolster Ballard’s independent flavor by restoring University of Washington Urban Design Studio o n iiwmm from nym ublishers
Sellard - Loobwg 1057 Jeht en _ _ Ballard’s old commercial street, Market Street Northwest, o Y 9 'gn Studi sio 9 e ’
from Phonney’ 2idge ’ SIS Thomas Mercer, the first settler of Queen Anne Hill, had to reflect the community heritage. ) o . . This project was made possible by a grant
an idea in the late 1880’s that Lake Union should be con- The Historic Sites Committee of the Seattle Junior League from the National Endowment for the Arts

NoRTHWES T SIXTY-SECOVD RESIDEWTIAC STREET was most helpful in many ways in developing the inventory

process, actual field work and historic research.

in Washington, D.C., a Federal Agency. Upon
recommendation of the National Council of
the Arts, the “City Options” program has been
designated a Bicentennial activity. Funds
were allocated to projects which can have a
demonstatable impact by 1976.
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Most importantly, the project was dependent upon the
work of volunteers from the community whose coopera-
tion and efforts were crucial to its success.
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range of activities and land uses found as a result of its a group, giving the streetscape an architectural continuity.
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includes residential and commercial areas, and a signifi-
cant industrial area which gives this neighborhood a di-
verse cultural, environmental, and economic base.

Ballard is unique in having building types ranging from
the late 19th Century to the present within a relatively
small commercial area. Fortunately, they are clustered in
different geographic sectors of the commercial core i.e.
Ballard Avenue, Market Street, and 15th Avenue. Each
area has a continuity of building types representative of
its development period, giving the sector identity and
character.

The unassuming nature of the residential areas is partly
due to the gently sloping topographic shelf that gives
little contrast and variety to the typical developer houses
of various growth periods. This is reinforced by the
general lack of street trees and major open spaces. Above
all, the anonymity of Ballard is a reflection of the needs
and values of the early settlers. The building groups are
of the more humble and less expensive variety with little
extravagance in architectural detail.

Newer multi-family apartments which are replacing the
older housing stock exemplify buildings emphasizing
maintenance and building economy; however, the appear-
ance of the general streetscape is becoming stark and
somewhat forbidding in its lack of significant landscaping
and open space amenities. School playfields and park
facilities provide a pleasant contrast where trees are
planted along the streets and vegetation generally
prevails. The Gilman Playground has provided the “ad-
venture play” opportunity, an idea which originated in
Scandinavian countries, and has become a community
focal point.

House types in Ballard range from the early pioneer farm-
houses, to the post war ranch houses. One can also find
many examples of middle class Victorian houses, turn of

and triplexes are beginning to intrude into the residential
areas, usually near major arterials.

Ballard contains three primary commercial areas: Market
Street, Ballard Avenue and 15th Avenue. Market Street
forms the spine of the Bailard community, featuring many
retail shops, banks, the old and new fire stations and
other central neighborhood facilities. The streets im-
mediately north of Market Street are also lined with banks,
supermarkets and professional offices.

Running parallel to the waterfront just south of Market
Street, Ballard Avenue is the “Heart of Old Ballard”
where many of the turn-of-the-century brick buildings are
being renovated to house shops, offices, restaurants, and
small workshops. Portions of Ballard Avenue have been
recently nominated for an Historic Review District which
would set guidelines for preserving and reusing existing
buildings and street elements. If present remodeling ef-
forts are consistent with the buildings’ original character,
activities, and surroundings, then Ballard Avenue will
regain much of its unique quality as an older commercial
street.

Market Street and Ballard Avenue form the core of Bal-
lard’s “downtown”, which contains three of the com-
munity’s most important landmarks: Fire Station #18,
the Carnegie Free Library and the Stimson Mill Building.
Although portions of the central area consist of anony-
mous parking lots, dilapidated residences and vacant
properties, Ballard is fortunate to have a downtown core
which can function as a focus for community activity and
identity.

In addition to the central commercial area, Ballard aiso
includes 15th Avenue, a large auto-oriented commercial
strip. Lined with the usual drive-in restaurants, discount
stores, supermarkets, and low-rise offices, 15th Avenue is
also the primary north-south traffic arterial linking Ballard
to the rest of the city.

most accessible views occur at street ends which could be
enhanced by design guidance and coordination with sur-
rounding property owners.

The water oriented industries, i.e. fishing, boat building
and repair, have always been associated with Scandina-
vians, and their ethnic heritage has been central in
Ballard’s past. However, only recently has the commercial
area become interested in generating a self-conscious
image in the Scandinavian mode.

The setting along Salmon Bay has not fully developed as
an urban design resource. Although the waterfront acti-
vities are of interest, few physical opportunities exist

Ballard. The buildings and locks are excellent examples of
concrete design and the administrative and service build-
ings epitomize the qualities of formal site planning. The
gardens and open space are also of significance and offer
a collection of native and exotic plants that are of educa-
tional value. The nearly completed fish ladder and its
accompanying public information facility will further en-
hance the importance of this enclave of design excellence.

The relative scarcity of designed public spaces (such as
the Government Locks) is very likely an integral part of
Ballard’s image as a matter of fact everyday neighborhood.
Ironically, this anonymity helps give Ballard its identity
and general significance to Seattle at large.
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